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Recent publications from renowned research institutions from the UK, US, Swe‐
den and Germany come up with the same result:

Democracy and its values are in free fall.

The health of democracies is in decline worldwide. Unstopped, democracies will 
be a thing of the past very soon. 
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Make Democracy Great Again

February 10, 2022 
Economist Intelligence 
Unit’s Democracy Index 

2021
The China Challenge
The World Is Sliding 

Toward Authoritarianism

March 15, 2021 
V-Dem Democracy 

Report 2021 
Autocratization 

Turns Viral

February 24, 2021 
Freedom House 

Freedom In The World 
2021

Democracy under Siege

February 16, 2022 
Bertelsmann 

Transformation Index BTI 
2022 

An Alarm Signal for 
Democracy

November 10, 2021 
IDEA The Global State 

Of Democracy 2021
The US has seen a 

Concerning Democratic 
Decline 

October 21, 2021 
Pew Research Center. 
Citizens in Advanced 

Economies Want 
Significant Changes to 
Their Political Systems



Our common base:

Preamble of the North Atlantic Treaty from 1949:

The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the pur‐
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations
and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all
governments.

They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common
heritage and civilisation of their peoples, founded on the
principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule
of law.
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North Atlantic Treaty 
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Turning the Tide - Unlearning Helplessness
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Will Western Sanctions on Russia Work?
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Putin And Xi Would No Longer Laugh At Us
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UN Vote To Condem Russia’s Invasion Of Ukraine 



State Department March 2022:

 Guatemala remains a key transit route for narcotics to the United States and cash
returning to South America, creating challenges for the government in combating
corruption, money laundering, and financial crimes related to narcotics trafficking.

 Constitutional Court experienced tumultuous changes in 2021 that raise internatio‐
nal concern about the state of democratic institutions and the rule of law in
Guatemala.

 Guatemala continues to struggle to enforce its AML/CFT and asset forfeiture laws.

USCongress May 2021

 U.S. accuses senior officials and politicians in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras
of corruption

GFIOctober 2021:

 There is the sense that AML/CFT requirements are “very strict for normal people,
but very flexible for powerful people,” according to a former investigator.

 This not only undermines legitimate AML/CFT and anti‐corruption efforts, but
creates barriers to inclusion for the 91 percent of the population living in poverty.
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Guatemala



The United States is the best place to hide and launder ill-
gotten gains (Treasury Dec. 2021)

The UK is the global money-laundering capital. Its anti-
money laundering measures need a complete reset (Chat-
ham House Dec. 2021)

The EU has a fragmented approach to preventing and
coun-tering money laundering and terrorist financing
(ECA June 2021)
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Welcome To The Club



1. The FATF is failing to deliver on its mission to fight
money laundering and the financing of terror;

2. FATF’s 40 recommendations are used by autocracies to
target critics by passing legislation that allegedly are
necessary to meet the FATF standards.
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The FATF Has Turned Into A Burden 
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US Dollar And Euro Still Dominate  - Time  Is running out 

01.06.2021 ECB: The international role of the euro
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IMF - Gross debt position to GDP 
Major Limiting Factor for Democracies 



Thank you for your attention
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Any Questions ?


